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River East: An area on the rise

PHOTOS BY ANDREW HARNIK/EXAMINER

T

he neighborhoods east
of the Anacostia River
— Congress Heights,
Hillcrest and Anacostia,
to name a few — are beginning to
provide affordable and accessible
housing options only minutes from
downtown. Historic row homes,
condominiums and town houses
set on the rolling hills and bluffs of
Southeast feature incredible views
of the city, access to Metro and
major roadways, and competitive
pricing levels.
Homesteaders who have settled
into these neighborhoods resent
them being broadly labeled as in
“Anacostia” when things go wrong,
and feel slighted by the tag “east of
the River,” which sounds to them like
“the other side of the tracks.” They
refer to the area as “River East,”
and the name change has become a
rallying cry in their efforts to transform long-held perceptions.
“It’s a secret area,” RE/MAX
agent Joel Martin said. “There are
lovely neighborhoods. Hillcrest
looks exactly like Bethesda.”
After decades of failed or delayed
initiatives, the city’s track record for
delivering on its promises has been
less than stellar.
“It’s been underrated and underserved for years,” Martin said.
“After 25 years, where is the development?”
The movement to revitalize
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Garber, who writes the And Now,
Anacostia blog. “There is an exciting charge in the air.”
Recently, high-proﬁle arts events
have been held in new Anacostia
galleries. Construction has begun
on the Big Chair — believed to
be the ﬁrst coffee shop across the
river.
“The future is bright for River
East,” Smith said. “There are young
professionals of all backgrounds
and ethnicities moving into the
neighborhood. With fresh ideas and
new leadership, the community will
see its full potential.”
Progress is ﬁnally being made.

Affordable housing
There are a number of mixed-use
housing developments planned
or in process. “More people will
begin moving east of the river with
the lowest housing on Capitol Hill
at $500,000,” said Realtor Joel
Martin. Asheford, Wheeler Terrace
and Savoy Court are new developments. Bungalows, Colonials,
ramblers, town houses and condominiums can be purchased for
between $150,000 and $400,000.
There are also new rental options
such as The Grays on Pennsylvania
Avenue. “Historic Anacostia is
breathtaking,” local blogger The
Advoc8te said.
The Town Hall Education, Arts
& Recreation Campus
A world-class education, arts and
recreation campus is located east
of the Anacostia River in Washington, D.C.’s Ward 8. A beautiful and
modern state-of-the-art structure,
THEARC provides an outlet for
children in the neighborhood to
be exposed to dance, theater and
the arts. In addition to a 365seat community theater — the
only theater of any kind east of
the Anacostia River — THEARC
includes a regulation-size gymnasium, a computer lab, an art
gallery, state-of-the-art music and
dance studios, and other ﬁrst-rate
facilities.
Frederick Douglass National
Historic Site
The site preserves the beautiful
home of Frederick Douglass, one of
the most prominent African-Americans of the 19th century. Douglass
lived in the house, which he named
Cedar Hill, from 1877 until his
death in 1895. Perched high on a
hilltop, the ﬁrst African-American
National Historic Site also offers a
sweeping view of the U.S. Capitol
and the Washington skyline.

